
TEN REASONS WHY NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATIONS ARE IMPORTANT 
 
The important Law of Association 
This law of association is so critically important for your personal growth, your business and your life. If you get 
this concept and apply it to your daily life it will have an impact that you can not imagine. The people who are 
around you will have more of an impact that you could possibly imagine! It is basically the law of association that 
says that you will become the average of the 5 people you spend the most time with: positive or negative. 

Grassroots associations (GAs) are defined as locally based and wholly volunteer nonprofits-
essentially local voluntary associations, in sociological terms. Such associations are discussed in 
theoretical terms, examining pros and cons regarding their potential importance. On the basis of 
an extensive literature review, the internal impact of GAs involves the fostering of social support 
and mutual helping, stimulation and self-expression, happiness and health, sociopolitical 
activation, and economic and other outcomes among members. On the downside, some GA 
activity (eg., in delinquent gangs) can increase individual deviance among members. Externally, 
GAs often create positive change, enable continuing citizen participation in a democracy and a 

viable "civil society," provide varied services to nonmembers, help maintain societal cohesion, 
and can help in disasters. GAs also help support the economic system and stimulate program 

volunteering, philanthropic giving, and other GA activity. Cumulatively, grassroots associations 
have a very substantial effect on society and on the lives of its citizens, especially in modern 
nations like America.        David Horton Smith  Boston College  
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly, Vol. 26, No. 3, 269-306 (1997) 
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1.     You'll be organized before a crisis occurs, thus better able to defeat it.  
Neighbors will be more successful at handling crime waves, zoning issues 
and traffic problems if they are organized before they happen. 

  
2.     Your crime rate will fall.  Neighborhood associations can hire private 

security patrols, host meetings that feature crime prevention tips, establish 
Neighborhood Watch groups, and inform neighbors on how to be prepared 
for crimes.  Plus, neighbors who know each other will look out for each 
other. 

  
3.     The physical appearance of the neighborhood will improve.  Neighborhood 

associations can form beatification committees to keep up the appearance of 
the neighborhood.  They can also notify the proper authorities on related 
issues, i.e., tree planting/trimming, trash pick-up, or code violations.  
Organized neighborhoods also have a lower incidence of litter. 

  



4.     You will protect your property values.  Strong neighborhood associations 
insure that the area remains or become a great place to live. 

  
5.     Neighborhoods with a common purpose are better able to participate in what 

happens in their area.  Good neighborhood associations learn how to work 
with developers so that new projects are designed not only to be profitable, 
but are attractive and consistent with the area. 

  
6.     Neighborhood associations are clearinghouses of information.  Deed 

restrictions, tree trimming, speeders, dilapidated housing…neighbors have 
numerous questions.  An association can be a resource that helps you figure 
out how best to respond. 

  
7.     By forming an association, you will form a stronger local community. 

  
  
8.     You will get to know your neighbors.  All of us long for the days of being 

comfortable enough to borrow a cup of sugar from our neighbors.  It's up to 
each of us to bring back this culture. 

  
9.     You will have the satisfaction of knowing you are building a healthy 

community. 
  

10. You will be better able to communicate with your elected officials and with 
city government.  Having a recognized neighborhood association will give 
you a voice and a means to advocate for your position.  When neighbors 
face a problem as a group, they can accomplish more. 

 
 
 


